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By Rebecca Hoeffner,
University of North TexasIt’s 8:30 a.m. and a crew of over 40

volunteers stand on a slab of concrete,

hopping in place or rubbing their hands

together to warm themselves against a

fierce November wind that’s blown into

Sanger, Texas. One of their supervisors,

Kris Honey, a lanky young man who

smiles often but still means business,

shouts out the things that need to be done.

Some workers hurry off to tote two-by-

fours from a distant pile to the slab. Oth-

ers furiously wield hammers against the

wood, constructing a wall’s frame and still

others lift the walls into place.
All move like an army on a mission.

They are the volunteers for Denton

County’s Habitat for Humanity, a small

part of an international nonprofit organi-

zation that builds affordable houses for

people living in substandard housing.

Habitat has strict guidelines about who

may apply for a home and who may not.

There are stipulations on length of em-

ployment, credit ratings, how much debt

a family has accrued and a bracket for a

family’s income. Depending on family

size, incomes range from a minimum of

$16,000 to a maximum of $41,000.

Denton County Habitat for Humanity busy building 79th home in Sanger“Last time they were here it was just a

pile of dirt.”
Hardison and five of her children live

in a four bedroom rental house. Her

mother lives with the family too. Hardison

worries about her mother’s rapidly fail-

ing health, and fears she may no longer

be able to take care of herself. Her mother

disagrees, but Hardison is considering

moving her to a nursing home.
“It’s the hardest choice in the world,”

Hardison said sadly.Habitat doesn’t give away houses, as

part of their “hand up, not hand out” phi-

losophy. Hardison will assume a mortgage

on her home. There’s no interest on a

Habitat mortgage, and the homeowner’s

house payment goes toward funding other

homes.
Since Habitat is a nonprofit, it takes

businesses like those in Denton County

to step up to the plate and contribute time,

materials and even money to help Habi-

tat accomplish its primary goal: to help

others in need.Marilyn Newland, the Denton

Local former Dallas Cowboy Bruce Huther honored

Habitat for Humanity volunteers raise the framing for a wall at their current

build in Sanger.

Kris Honey is a board member of the

Denton Habitat for Humanity and one of

the House Leaders for the house in Sanger.

On the first Saturday of the build, Honey

scrambles from one thing to another—

hammering a nail one minute, setting a

frame, carrying wood, sawing. Volunteers

fill about him with questions about how

make a certain cut, how and where to set

a frame, how to use a tool properly and a

litany of other unknowns. He stops what

he’s doing to help.At lunchtime, he stops the volunteers

to make sure they get something to eat.

The volunteers are an enthusiastic bunch

who has to be told several times to stop

their work and eat before they drop their

hammers. As soon as lunch is over Honey

and his crew are back at it again, con-

stantly moving until 4:30 p.m., the sched-

uled end of the work day. Once again,

Honey’s order to stop working falls on

deaf ears.
“Hal’s still pounding and cutting,”

said Honey, grinning. “I’m going to have

to disconnect his power.”Honey, 33, owns a remodeling and

landscaping company, and has worked

with the Denton County Habitat for Hu-

manity on community projects since

2007, but Honey still acts as if he has much

to learn about homebuilding. He works

closely with 61-year-old Roger Anderson,

the other Co-House Leader and chair of

the Denton County Habitat Building

Committee, Merritt Winchester and Tom

Thompson, long-time volunteers and

construction veterans. Honey asks them

for advice and shares creative ideas.
This house, the 79th house that the

Denton County Habitat has done, is be-

ing built for Kim Hardison, 38, and four

of her six—soon to be seven, come Janu-

ary—children.Hardison, a road construction inspec-

tor for the Texas Department of Transpor-

tation, rose at 6 a.m. this morning to work

on her house with the Habitat team be-

fore heading off to her job. Hardison

wasn’t able to join the Habitat team on

the first day of building because she’s been

working many weekends doing road con-

struction work.The last time she had seen the lot was

at the groundbreaking ceremony, and there

wasn’t much progress yet. But the house

is quickly nearing completion. The fram-

ing is finished, and there’s a roof on the

four-bedroom, 1230 square foot house.

Hardison and her family are hoping to

move in by the end of February. It will

fulfill a dream that took root three years

ago when she asked Habitat to build her a

home.
“The kids are really going to be ex-

cited when they see this,” Hardison said.

(Continued on pg. 5)

Team picture of the 1978 Dallas Cowboys. Bruce is #57.

Dallas Cowboys 1978 Team Roster

No Name
Pos

College

31 Barnes, Benny
DB

Stanford

76 Bethea, Larry
DL

Michigan State

24 Blackwell, Alois
RB

Houston

53 Breunig, Bob
LB

Arizona State

36 Brinson, Larry
RB

Florida

59 Brown, Guy
LB

Houston

18 Carano, Glenn
QB

Nevada-Las Vegas

63 Cole, Larry
C

Hawaii

61 Cooper, Jim
OL

Temple

21 Dennison, Doug
RB

Kutztown State

67 Donovan, Pat
T

Stanford

33 Dorsett, Tony
RB

Pittsburgh

89 DuPree, Billy Joe
TE

Michigan State

62 Fitzgerald, John
C

Boston College

71 Frederick, Andy
T

New Mexico

43 Harris, Cliff
S

Ouachita

58 Hegman, Mike
LB

Tennessee State

56 Henderson, Thomas LB
Langston

80 Hill, Tony
WR

Stanford

42 Hughes, Randy
S

Oklahoma

57 Huther, Bruce
LB

New Hampshire

86 Johnson, Butch
WR

California-Riverside

72 Jones, Ed
DE

Tennessee State

25 Kyle, Aaron
CB

Wyoming

35 Laidlaw, Scott
RB

Stanford

66 Lawless, burton
G

Florida

50 Lewis, D.D.
LB

Mississippi State

79 Martin, Harvey
DE

East Texas State

44 Newhouse, Robert FB
Houston

88 Pearson, Drew
WR

Tulsa

26 Person, Preston
RB

Illinois

75 Pugh, Jethro
DT

Elizabeth City State

64 Rafferty, Tom
G/C Penn State

60 Randall, Tom
G

Iowa State

83 Richards, Golden WR
Hawaii

87 Saldi, Jay
TE

South Carolina

68 Scott, Herb
G

Virginia Union

1 Septien, Rafael
K

Southwest Louisiana

81 Smith, Jackie
TE

Northwest Louisiana

65 Stalls, Dave
DE

Northern Colorado

12 Staubach, Roger QB
Navy

82 Steele, Robert
WR

Northern Alabama

32 Thurman, Dennis DB
Southern California

46 Washington, Mark CB
Morgan State

41 Waters, Charlie
DB

Clemson

11 White, Danny
QB/P Arizona State

54 White, Randy
DT/LB Maryland

70 Wright, Rayfield
TE/T Fort Valley State

Bruce Huther lives in Sanger and owns a successful

WET testing lab in Denton.

BY SHANNON GRAVESAs children we are often asked the question, “What do you

want to be when you grow up?” Many of the common responses

are doctor, lawyer, nurse, teacher, veterinarian, policeman, and

fireman.
Sanger resident Bruce Huther’s dream was to become a

Marine Biologist when he grew up and he almost went that way,

yet his life took a slightly different turn while he was in college.

Many residents know Bruce today as a father to son Jarrod,

husband to wife Rhonda, a friend, a coach, a neighbor, a

brother, a son, an uncle, a fellow parishioner at the First Bap-

tist Church of Sanger and even as a business owner, but how

many know Bruce as a former professional athlete?

    Bruce, the middle child of Joseph and Sylvia Huther, was

born in Patterson, New Jersey on July 23, 1954. He grew up

in the bedroom community of Haledon, New Jersey, which

he says was a typical All-American blue-collar town.

“My dad moved us to Haledon when we were kids be-

cause Patterson was a rough town to grow up in,” said Bruce.

His father was a factory worker/union leader and his mom

was a crossing guard. “She took that job so she could be at

home when we got out of school,” said Bruce.

He has one older brother and one younger brother and all

of them grew up playing sports. As a student at Manchester Re-

gional High School, he ran track, played football and basket-

ball. After high school, Bruce attended the University of New

Hampshire where he majored in Zoology and played college

football.
During his junior year of college, Bruce was notified be-

fore a game that professional football scouts were going to be in

attendance looking for new talent.
“I was told that Seattle (Seahawks) and Atlanta (Falcons)

were looking to draft me, but they wanted to wait and see how I

played my senior year before they made a decision,” said Bruce.

He played exceptionally well the following year, but when the

draft came, he didn’t get the phone call he thought he would. At

4 a.m. on draft day in 1977, Bruce did receive a call, but it wasn’t

from Seattle or Atlanta, it was from a scout for the Dallas Cow-

boys.
“He was calling me from Boston and asked me to meet

(Continued on pg. 4)

When you give blood, you can check your

cholesterol regularly, which is great news

for your heart. GIVE BLOOD, OFTEN.BLOOD DRIVEBenefiting: Denton County

Home School & Sanger ISD
Monday, February 2, 10 a.m -
4 p.m. at Challenge & Journey
School, 404 Hughes Street, Sanger.

Please Contact:Kelli Alexander @ 940.390.4161
Candice Carter @ 940.458.0351
For Info.

GIVE FORYOUR HEART

The half inch of ice and sleet in Sanger and Denton County on Tuesday night and Wednesday morning

made driving conditions very slippery.  This automobile slid off FM 455 E.  Nearly all of it melted by

noon. Sanger ISD cancelled school on Tuesday and Wednesday, also, Tuesday night high school basket-

ball games were re-scheduled.

Sanger ISD cancels two days
of school because of ice

Bruce Huther

Date of birth:
July 23, 1954 

Place of birth:

Paterson, NJCareer information
:

Position(s)

Linebacker

:
College

New HampshireOrganizations

 As player:1977-19801981
1982
1983

Dallas Cowboys

Dallas CowboysCleveland BrownsChicago Bears
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